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The illusion
of green hydrogen

How to undermine a sustainable and just
energy transition

Written by Elena Gerebizza
and Filippo Taglieri

From the European Green Deal
an, hydrogen stepped on the
stage of the "solutions" to solve
the climate crisis. Be it clean, low
emission, gray, blue, purple, pink,
green, you name it. "It's the most
abundant element on the Planet”,
“it is generated by water", "it's
zero emission”. These are some
of the most heard statements of
the last few years. They're all true.
Misleading though, when out of
context.

In terms of production, for
instance, only green hydrogen
could be produced with (near) zero
emissions. Would it have no impact
whatsoever on the environment,
then? Unfortunately, that's not

the case. If we look at its long haul
transport - the forbidden dream

of fossil fuel corporations such

as Snam - all colours of hydrogen
have an impact and not simply in
terms of emissions. Then, we getto
storage and distribution and even
here net much is being said, at
least on the related risks. Ifwe look
at the energetic and productive
model, then, does hydrogen really

represent a turning point for the
achievement of a paradigm that
would be both low emission and
more sustainable, democratic and
fair?

In short, guite a few questions
need to be asked. One first step
to disentangle the skein could

be made by stepping into the
complexity of the topic and trying
to set a few anchors. In order to do
that, we started from the supply
chain of the "cleanest” - green -
hydrogen, to try and understand
whether it is really sustainable.

Or else, if "green” hydrogen isa

“trigger" that is ably used by big
carporations to ask for public
funding - as in the retrofitting of
the network of gas transport and
distribution - in order to lay the
ground for a new era of energy
colonialism in the so-called
"supplier countries" of a new
cormmodity. Hydrogen, that is,
artfully fit for the preenwashing of a
sector - energy - which strenuously
opposes the exit from the fossil fuel
model. In that case, who would

be profiting from the investments
proposed in the name of a token
sustainability?
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